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Which nature should we protect? And how?  

Are new technologies such as gene drives the answer?  

Do we need new concepts like novel natures to draw  

attention to the interactions between novel natural  

environments and societal processes? Do we need to  

rethink the role of invasive species in nature conservation  

and restoration? This Special Focus opens the floor for  

cross-disciplinary debates on human relationships  

with natural environments and technologies.
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A former railway site turned into a public park and now  

largely reclaimed by nature won the International Carlo Scarpa 

Prize for Gardens 2022: Natur-Park Südgelände Berlin.  

Ingo Kowarik, an urban ecologist and our interviewee in this 

issue, was involved in the design and planning of this  

novel urban ecosystem (pp. 128 f.). 
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  
AND DEGROWTH
Addressing the degrowth movement’s vague  

vision of technology, this study discusses the 

appropriateness of Artificial Intelligence in the 

context of degrowth, using the concept of convivial 

tools designed to enhance human autonomy  

and relationships with others and nature.
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